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In 1859, twenty-four European rabbits were brought to Australia for sport hunting.
The rabbits had no natural predators, resulting in an exponential growth pattern
for the rabbits. They ate crops and became a serious, destructive pest within a
relatively short period of time. In an attempt to control the rabbit population, the
myxoma virus was introduced into the rabbit population in 1950. Initially, the virus
was highly effective, reducing the rabbit population by 99%. Currently, the
myxoma mortality rate is less than 50%.

A. Describe one scientifically probable change in the rabbit population of
Australia that resulted in the reduced effectiveness of the myxoma virus
in controlling the number of wild rabbits.

B. Describe one scientifically probable change in the myxoma virus that
resulted in the reduced effectiveness of the virus in controlling the number

of wild rabbits.
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